Glossary of Criminal

Justice Terms for
Campus Partners

Understanding is critical to ensure successful communication between campus public
safety/law enforcement and coordinated community response team (CCRT) members.
Communication between partners allows for a more expedient and trauma informed response
to all Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault and Stalking (DVSAS) crimes.

We hope this glossary is a valuable resource for sharing knowledge and ensuring all partners
have a common understanding of terms and concepts specific to campus public safety/law
enforcement.
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Arrest: The act of detaining someone suspected of committing a crime, typically
A involving their restraint and booking into a detention facility.

Assault: An intentional act that causes someone to fear imminent physical harm,
though no contact is necessary.

BOLO (Be on the Lookout): A broadcast alert for law enforcement to be on the
B lookout for a person or vehicle involved in a crime.

Brady List: A list of law enforcement officers who have been found to have credibility
issues, typically used in legal cases involving testimony.

Chain of Custody: The documentation process that tracks the handling of evidence
C from the moment it's collected until it is presented in court.

Citation: A formal notice, often issued for minor violations, requiring the recipient to
appear in court or pay a fine.

Coercive Behavior involves using threats, intimidation, or psychological
manipulation to control or dominate another person, often seen in abusive
relationships




Detention: Temporarily holding a person in custody for questioning without formally
arresting them.

DUI/DWI (Driving Under the Influence/Driving While Intoxicated): Criminal charges
for operating a vehicle while impaired by alcohol or drugs.

Exclusionary Rule: A legal principle that prohibits the use of evidence obtained in
violation of a defendant’s constitutional rights.

Exigent Circumstances: Urgent situations that allow law enforcement to conduct
searches or seizures without a warrant.

Felony: A serious crime, typically punishable by more than one year in prison.

Forensic Evidence: Evidence collected through scientific methods, such as DNA,
fingerprints, or ballistics.

Garrity Warning: A warning given to law enforcement officers that any statements
made during an internal investigation cannot be used in criminal prosecution, but
refusal to answer can result in disciplinary actions.

Grand Jury: A group of citizens convened to review evidence and determine whether
criminal charges should be brought.

Habeas Corpus: A legal action ensuring that a person under arrest is brought before
a judge to determine if their detention is lawful.

Incident Report: A written account of events or actions taken by officers during a
specific event, such as a crime or accident.

Interrogation: The formal questioning of a suspect or withess in a criminal
investigation.

Judicial Review: The court’s power to evaluate whether laws or actions by law
enforcement are constitutional.

Jurisdiction: The legal authority granted to law enforcement to operate within
certain geographic boundaries or over specific types of cases.

Knock-and-Announce: A rule requiring police to announce their presence and wait
for entry when executing a search warrant, except in exigent circumstances.

K9 Unit: A specialized law enforcement team that works with trained dogs for tasks
like detecting drugs, explosives, or locating suspects.




Lawful Arrest: An arrest made under proper legal authority, with adherence to
constitutional and statutory rights.

Lethal Force: Force that is intended or likely to cause death or serious bodily harm.

Lethality Assessment: A tool used by law enforcement and domestic violence
advocates to evaluate the risk of severe harm or homicide in abusive situations.

Miranda Rights: The rights read to an arrestee informing them of their rights to
remain silent and to an attorney.

Misdemeanor: A less serious crime, typically punishable by less than one year in jail
or fines.

No-Knock Warrant: A search warrant that allows law enforcement to enter premises
without first knocking or announcing their presence, typically in high-risk situations.

Nolo Contendere (No Contest): A legal plea where the defendant neither admits guilt
nor disputes the charges, but accepts the punishment.

Non-sworn: Officers who are unable to make arrests. They may or may not have
additional powers above and beyond a normal citizen depending on the state.

Obstruction of Justice: The act of interfering with the legal process, including
investigations, arrests, or court proceedings.

Officer-Involved Shooting (OIS): Any incident where a law enforcement officer
discharges a firearm in the line of duty.

Partner Organizations

o COPS - Office on Community Oriented Policing Services - funding
component of DOJ
IACP - International Association of Chiefs of Police
IACLEA - International Association of Campus Law Enforcement
Administrators

o OJP - Office of Justice Programs - funding component of DOJ comprised of
BJA, NIJ, OVC, OJJDP, BJS
= BJA - Bureau of Justice Assistance
m BJS - Bureau of Justice Statistics
= NIJ - National Institutes of Justice
s OJJDP - Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
= OVC - Office of Victims of Crime

o OVW - Office on Violence Against Women: funding component of DOJ related
to intimate partner violence.

o U.S. DOJ - United States Department of Justice




Patrol: The routine observation of a certain area by law enforcement officers to
prevent or detect criminal activity.

Perpetrator or Offender is someone who is suspected to have or committed a crime
or wrongful act.

Probable Cause: A reasonable belief, based on facts, that a crime has been
committed and that the person or premises involved is connected to it.

Primary Aggressor: The individual in a conflict or violent situation who poses the
most significant threat or initiates the violence, often used in domestic violence
assessments.

Protective Order: a legal directive issued by a court to prevent an individual from
contacting or approaching another person, typically in cases of domestic violence or
harassment.

Qualified Immunity: A legal doctrine that shields law enforcement officers from
liability in civil lawsuits, provided their actions did not violate clearly established law.

Reasonable Suspicion: A standard of proof that allows law enforcement to stop and
briefly detain a person suspected of involvement in criminal activity, though it falls
short of probable cause needed for an arrest.

Report: An official document created by law enforcement detailing the incident and
actions taken.

Search Warrant: A legal document signed by a judge authorizing law enforcement to
search a specific location for evidence.

Spoofing: A deceptive practice where someone falsifies their identity or data, often
in phone calls or emails, to trick or defraud another person.

Spyware: Malicious software installed on a computer or device without the user’s
knowledge, designed to monitor and steal information.

Statement: A written or verbal account provided by a witness or participant in an
event

Sworn: Officers with police powers to make arrests.

Subpoena: A legal document ordering someone to attend court as a witness or to
produce evidence.

Surveillance: Refers to the close observation of individuals or groups, often by law
enforcement, to gather evidence or prevent criminal activity




Taser: A non-lethal device used by police to subdue suspects by delivering an
electric shock.

Terry Stop: A brief detention by law enforcement for questioning based on
reasonable suspicion.

Titles

Chief of Police - the head of the police department.
Director of Public Safety/Director of Campus Safety - the head of a non-
sworn unit responsible for campus safety.

o Superintendent - in very large departments, or in the case of campuses
multiple campus agencies in different locations, the head of the police
department.

o Command staff
s Deputy Chief

Major

Captain

Assistant Director

o Firstline supervisor

= Lieutenant

m Sergeant

= Supervisor

Patrol Officer

Corporal

Officer

Detective

Communications Officer

Dispatcher
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Undercover: A covert law enforcement operation where officers pose as criminals or
other entities to gather evidence or catch suspects

Use of Force Continuum: A range of escalating tactics used by law enforcement
based on the behavior and threat level posed by a suspect.

Vehicle Pursuit: The chasing of a fleeing suspect in a vehicle by law enforcement.

Vicarious Liability: The legal responsibility of an agency or supervisor for the actions
of their officers, particularly if improper training or oversight led to misconduct.

Warrant: A legal order issued by a judge that authorizes law enforcement to take a
specific action, such as searching property or arresting a suspect.

Weapon: Any object or tool used with the intent to harm, injure, or kill, including
firearms, knives, or blunt objects.

Wiretap: The interception of telephone or electronic communications, typically
authorized by a warrant.
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This glossary is meant to be a quick resource guide and not a full glossary. This guide will be
updated on an annual basis based on grantee requests and input from subject matter

experts.
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For any inquiries or suggested additions, reach out to:

Lindsey Tilley

OVW Campus Law Enforcement Technical Assistance Program
580-559-5465

ltilley@ecok.edu
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